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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 12th of September 2017 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Alan Till  (AT) : Earith PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Jean Chandler  (JC) :` Co-opted member 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from Owen McLaughlin, Dave McCandless, Eda McPherson, Andy Street, 
Peter Smith and Julie Dew. 

 
2. Election of Chair and Vice-Chair  
 
JN proposed ML for the position of  Chair and there were no further nominations. ML was elected nem-con 
with no abstentions. 
ML proposed CS as Vice-Chair and there were no further nominations. CS was elected nem-con with no 
abstentions. 
 

3. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 11th  July 2017 
 

ML noted that Eda McPherson’s apologies were not recorded in the minutes. 
 
The minutes were approved. 

  

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

Letter to Wyton on the Hill Chair – This letter was sent as directed at the last meeting. 



 

Guided Bus Speeds – Letter sent  to CCC about this and got a very detailed response from Shaun 
Harrison-Fuller.  This response was circulated in August and is attached to these minutes as an appendix. 
email is attached in an appendix  It is interesting that CCC are doing their own speed monitoring on the 
busway using the LaserWitness device.   

Guided Bus Crossing – Letter sent  to CCC about the traffic lights and got a very detailed response from 
Daniel Downes explaining why it is  such a problem.  This was circulated on July 27th. Email attached in an 
appendix. 

Letter to Acc re: Trucam Trial -  Letter sent to Assistant Chief Constable  Dan Vajzovik on August 2nd in 
support of a Trucam trial in Cambridgeshire.  Response received from his assistant to say he was on 
holiday but also a request to Jamie Langwith at Beds police to respond. No response has yet been 
received. 

DfT Letter: - Email sent to the DfT asking why the annual road accident statistics for 2016 had not been 
available in June as scheduled.  Response below. The numbers should be available for the next RSC 
meeting in November. 

Dear Owen 

Thank you for your email. This is a one-off issue with the Met Police data and we are scheduled to publish national 
data on 28 September, and thereafter plan to return to our usual publication schedule. 

If you are looking for 2016 data for your local area you may be able to obtain that from Cambridgeshire County 
Council. 
 
Let me know if you need any further information. 
 
Kind regards 
Stephen. 
Mr Stephen Reynolds  | Head of Road Safety Statistics, Statistics Travel and Safety, Department for Transport 

 Correspondence 

None 

 
5. Financial Statement 

 
CS reported that there is £389 in the RSC bank account. £50 is now due to OM for his honorarium. 

 

6. Speeding Reports 
 
Roadwatch Speeding Report appended to these minutes. 

 

7. Cromwell Place Crossing 
 
No report. 

. 

8. . Review of Watching Items 
 

Item 4 Wheatsheaf junction:  
CS: The  Somersham Road signs are too small for ENVAR.  Traffic is still missing them and entering at the 
wrong entrance (using exit).  



ML  has a meeting  with ENVAR and  so will raise the matter. 
 

Item 5. Earith Junction:  
 
JN: They had received the plan for their LHI bid , but it was wrong so were asked to resubmit. They can 
only accept whole package, and are now waiting. It will cost was more than £10K. No news on Minnaars 

 
Item 6. Low Road:  
 
No change but CS is  concerned that Vindis don’t seem to be  pushing sale of the site. Leave as watching 
item. 
 
Item 14. Lloyds Chemist and Station Road 
:  
Report of 5 people ticketed by Andy Street as lorry (and fire engine) still unable to turn because of badly 
parked disabled vehicles and parking on double yellow. 
 

 
Item 49: Morrisons:   
 
BB: There will be an Aldi as well as a Morrisons. 
CS: The Aldi is going in Old London Road not near Morrisons.  
ML: Some work is being done next to the Marsh Harrier. Anyone know what it is? 
CS: There is a Subway going in at the corner next to the Marsh Harrier.  
 
Item 50: Vegetation Cutting: 

 
No addition apart from highways officer keeps loppers in car and cuts back when he sees a problem. 

 
 

9. Reports from members 
 
AB, Hilton:  A14 HGV traffic is travelling through through Hilton although it is a red route. It is impossible to 
identify which are A14 traffic. They say that they are implementing a reporting system at compounds so 
they should be easier to identify, and telematics in vehicles. More traffic is coming through village because 
of A14 closures at night. 
 
CS, Fenstanton: Reported some minor success. Car traps at end of station road have been dug out after 
he wrote to council. He is in touch with Peter Smith and Town Council over Cromwell place. Margret also 
mentioned that response regarding bus priorities as the lights have been causing significant delays on the 
bypass (Margaret read out response) 
 
NB, Co-opted: The Sawtry Way equestrian centre has been shut down by Mick George and he is planning 
on making an operating centre for lorries. Reported that Mick said that only15 lorries will be there overnight  
servicing and will not increase traffic flows. 
 
MS, Chair: Residents are not respecting the 20MPH in Blutnisham or the yellow lines by the shop.  
 

DM, Wyton on the Hill (by email).  I would ask that ‘Sawtry Way – Speed limit Reduction’ – be left as a 
Watching Item for the time being and perhaps the Wyton & Houghton rep can fill you in on progress to date 
because, as pointed out at the last RSC Meeting, Sawtry Way is co-owned and such an initiative has to be 
supported by both Councils.   
 
The initiative as I understand it is for the whole of Sawtry Way to be made a 50 zone (from the A141 to the 
A1123 BUT (coming from the A141 towards the A1123)  with a 40 zone inserted between where the lights 
start at Wyton Camp, across the Wyton roundabout and onwards to where the 50 zone currently finishes. 



 
I have talked to PS Andy Street about this initiative and, whilst he sees no need for it - despite the death by 
being hit by a vehicle at 50 mph (instead of the proposed 40 at that spot)  -  he says would not oppose it. 
 
On the subject of speeding in the area – a Standing Item – please find the CRW Speeding Results/Report 
for the whole area in 2017 to 31 Aug 17 for distribution with the  Minutes.  As you can see we are still 
struggling to get speeding under 30% even in some traffic calmed zones such as Colne.  I appreciate the 
PS Andy Street is trying his level best to cope with speeding but without Camera Van or  a TruCam 
capability he is never going to win single handed (or no handed as he has been rendered at times).  
 
Finally, CRW now has a data logger at its disposal (we had to rent it as the Police would not lend, rent or 
give us one) and it can be hired by Parishes at £25 a day where that’s a full 24 hrs on a working school day 
to gather Date, Time, Speed, Vehicle type data in a full report by CRW.  Perhaps, Andy can explain how 
you can now get a 24/7 one for free now that The Constabulary’s Roads Traffic Officer denies it’s through 
him (as the Speedwatch Lead had stated). 
 
AS, Cambs Police (by email) 

 

Last week I carried out speed enforcement checks in support of Speedwatch at Pondersbridge. It was a 
successful session and several drivers were reported for speeding. I also did a session with the laser in 
Ramsey St. Marys.  
I notice that over the past few weeks several lorries have again been stuck outside the Corn Exchange. 
The last time I spoke to the County Council about this they seemed to suggest that they were going to do 
something about it, but again nothing has happened. I will chase this up. 
 
EM,  Needingworth (by email) 
 
Drivers are ignoring the 20mph limit outside the shop in Needingworth.  

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

AB:  Further discussions with police about their use of Dashcam footage, but their negative attitude 
remains. 
 
JC:  Spoke about  the effect of the much reduced bus services.  AB mentioned Ian Bates recommendation 
that local Parishes need to get together to coordinate and help fund them. 
 
CS: Said that they are going to widen the footpath in Houghton Road with traffic control. 

 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday November 14th 

Tuesday January 9th 

Tuesday  March 13th 



Speeding Statistics 

 
 



 
 

Guided Busway Speeds 

Mr McLaughlin, 

Your police representative is correct in regards to the Busway not being a public highway; an agreement is in place 

whereby officers are permitted to access parts of the Busway in pursuit of criminal activity, and other particular events, 

but this does not include enforcement of speed limits. 

Apart from the maximum line speed of 56 mph, the speed limits for various locations and elements of the Busway 

infrastructure are defined in the Operations Handbook, a document which frames the operation of the Guided Busway  

and whose ownership sits with the Council. The Handbook is circulated to the bus operators, and compliance with the 

Handbook forms part of the operators’ licence to use the Busway. 

Up until last year, the responsibility for ensuring driver compliance with defined speed limits was with the relevant 

operators, who were able to access telemetric data from the buses and CCTV footage to check bus speeds at any given 

point. Following on from two incidents where buses failed to engage correctly with the guideway on the southern 

section, Council officers began to undertake random speed checks at all locations on the Busway, to gauge the level of 

compliance with the speed limits, and to advise the operators where specific buses were failing to meet the required 

standard.  

In response to the latest accident, a more robust policy of monitoring and enforcement is being put into place, using a 

combination of highly visible speed indicator signage at key locations, passive data logging of vehicle movements at a 

number of locations to identify trends in vehicle speeds, and a mobile enforcement system similar to those used by 

police forces on the road network. The latter measure is capable of identifying individual buses and drivers at 

considerable distances, and of providing a high degree of credible evidence for bus operators to take specific action 

against drivers found to be speeding.  

Regards,  

Shaun Harrison-Fuller,  

Park & Ride / Guided Busway Team Leader  



Guided Busway Traffic Lights 
 

Mr McLaughlin, 

Thank you for your email regarding the traffic signal junction at Harrison Way, St Ives. 

We have spent a great deal of time trying to address complaints about this junction over the years. The main road is 

allowed up to 90 seconds green time before changing away if a pedestrian demands the crossing across Harrison Way. 

However, if a bus arrives on the side road from the Park and Ride or Waitrose direction, it will change immediately, as 

long as it has run at least 7 seconds on the main road. It may appear as though pedestrians are causing this because the 

pedestrian phase always runs with the side road phases. However, this is the bus priority measures at work. 

Bus priority was provided on the Busway in order to improve journey time reliability and minimise bus journey times. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to remove this without a change of policy on the Guided Busway. 

If you would like to discuss further, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Kind regards, 

Daniel Downes 

Signals and Systems Lead Engineer 

Highways Service 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

01223 715920/07876 104686 

 


